Statement of Beliefs
In recognition of the Baptist principle that each church has liberty, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, to interpret and administer the laws of Jesus Christ, and following the ethos outlined above, Hanham Baptist Church has discerned and agreed to hold to the following theological convictions.
1. Women in Leadership
Hanham Baptist Church holds to the view that God created women and men equal in personhood and that He calls and equally affirms both men and women into a vast array of roles, including all forms of church leadership.
1. Sex and Gender
Hanham Baptist Church acknowledges that while gender reassignment in and of itself is no barrier to participation in the life [and membership] of the church, on the basis that the Bible teaches God created man and woman and a person’s gender is God given and assigned at birth, this theological position precludes transgender persons from being appointed to leadership positions in the life of the church. 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk156923848]Sexual Orientation & Same-Sex Marriage
[bookmark: _Hlk156924747][bookmark: _Hlk156924777]Hanham Baptist Church holds to the understanding that while sexual orientation in and of itself is no barrier to participation in the life of the church. 
Whilst accepting that none of us is without sin, the role of the minister and leaders in the moral life of the church is crucial and should be exemplar. The state allows for same-sex marriage to be recognised, and we recognise the state’s right to do so, but we cannot find this in any plain reading of the Bible and therefore do not believe that our leaders should be in sexually active, same-sex relationships. 
1. Marriage & Divorce 
Hanham Baptist Church holds to the understanding that neither divorce or remarriage are necessarily barriers to church leadership or full participation in the life of the church.

Hanham Baptist Church holds that all people are loved by God and are invited into his Kingdom life. We are therefore called to become a church community where all are loved and are invited to belong.
We therefore welcome everyone regardless of age, disability, ethnicity, gender identity, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, physical and mental ability, neurodiversity, education, class, economic status and political outlook to participation in our life together. 
Our welcoming of everyone includes those who may struggle with our commitments, and calls each of us to graciously live together in the community of Christ regardless of our differences.
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